A: Coronal C'I shows the pneumatization ofthe uncinate process on the right. B: Telescopic view (a mm. 0°) ofthe right middle meatus shows the marked swelling of what appears to be the right uncinate process. C: Same view shows the beginning of the resection ofthe uncinate process with a microdebrider: D: The mass is fo und to be a markedly pneumatized uncinate process that extends into the right ethmoid sinus.
A49-year-old woman presented with recurring right facial discomfort and sinus infections. Her left side was asymptomatic . Computed tomography (CT) of the sinuses demon strated pneumatization of the uncinate proces s on the right (figure, A). Clinical examin ation revealed swelling in the right middle meatus that appeared to represent an enlarged uncinate process (figure, B) . The right middle meat al mass was resected with a microdebrider (figure, C). The mass was found to be a wellpneumatized uncin ate process (figure, D).The uncinate proce ss was removed, and the patient reported no further facial pain 8 months postoperatively.
Pneumatization of the turbinates is a common finding, 1-5 but pneumatization of the uncinate process is not. When it does occur, it can cause obstruction of the ostiomeatal complex by narrowing the middle meatu s and the infundibulum. 6 • 7 Resection of the pneumatized uncinate process relieves the obstruction. The resection is easily done endosc opically with a microdebrider.
